
English I Regular Summer Assignment 

 
1. Read ONE of the following novels: 

 

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie, by David Lubar. Scott Hudson begins his freshman year of high school as a source of income to 

Wesley, the school shakedown artist. The girl he's known since kindergarten has blossomed into a goddess, but doesn't seem to know 

he's alive. He gets roped into writing the sports column for the school newspaper, even though he's not an athlete. On top of everything 

else, his mom is pregnant. As Scott maneuvers through a number of serious situations—bullying, a suicidal classmate, school 

dances—he still manages to be upbeat and true to himself. Overloaded with extracurricular activities and honors homework, he begins 

a journal filled with lists and tips for his expected sibling on how to survive freshman year. As the school year and his mom's pregnancy 

progress, Scott begins to find his niche at school in David Lubar's laugh-out-loud novel (Review from School Library Journal) 

 

Killing Mr. Griffin, by Lois Duncan. The plan was only to scare their English teacher...They never actually intended to kill Mr. Griffin. 

But sometimes plans go wrong. 

 

The Truth About Forever, by Sarah Dessen. Macy's summer stretches before her, carefully planned and outlined. She will spend her 

days sitting at the library information desk. She will spend her evenings studying for the SATs. Spare time will be used to help her 

obsessive mother prepare for the big opening of the townhouse section of her luxury development. But Macy's plans don't anticipate a 

surprising and chaotic job with Wish Catering, a motley crew of new friends, or…Wes. Tattooed, artistic, anything-but-expected Wes. he 

doesn't fit Macy's life at all—so why does she feel so comfortable with him? So…happy? What is it about him that makes her let down 

her guard and finally talk about how much she misses her father, who died before her eyes the year before? (Review from Amazon) 

 

2. Learn the five elements of an argument before the first day of school (see page 5). 

3. Complete quote notes sheet- you will need this hard copy for your first days of school. Use this document (see pages 2 through 4) 

to find and write quotes down as you read. You MUST submit your selected quotations online in the following form by the first 

day of school: https://goo.gl/forms/jcyjVNnvqylDegW03  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

THE QUOTE NOTES SHEET MUST BE SUBMITTED ONLINE BEFORE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

YOU WILL HAVE A QUIZ OVER YOUR NOVEL AND THE FIVE ELEMENTS ON THE FIRST DAY! 

https://goo.gl/forms/jcyjVNnvqylDegW03


Directions: Read the text carefully. As you read, you will be choosing 10 quotes that seem significant, powerful, 

thought provoking or puzzling. Fill in the following graphic organizer.  You will need to keep your handwritten copy.   

 

For example, you might record: 

● Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 

● Structural shifts or turns in the plot 

● A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 

● Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs 

● Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 

● Events you find surprising or confusing 

● Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 

 

Other information to think about: 

● “Always put quotation marks around what you copy from a book. Then place the author and page number in 

parenthesis after the quote.” Example: (Dessen, 34) 

● What you quote does not need to be dialogue (something a character says). 

● Do not let the length of a quotation keep you from selecting it. The important thing is that the quotation makes 

you think. 

● When you write the quotation down, be sure you include enough surrounding context so that you can 

remember its importance.  
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it important? 
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Five Elements of an Argument 
 

● The hook, which is an opening that grabs the reader’s attention and establishes a 

connection between the reader and the writer. 

 

● The claim, which is a clear and straightforward statement of the writer’s belief and 

what is being argued. 

 

● Concessions and refutations, which are restatements of arguments made by the 

other side (concessions) and the writer’s arguments against those opposing 

viewpoints (refutations) and why the writer’s arguments are more valid. 

 



● Support, which is the reasoning behind the argument. Support can include evidence 

as well as logical and emotional appeals (logos and pathos). It may also anticipate 

objections and provide reasoning to overcome those objections. 

 

● Summary/Call to action, which is a closing statement with a final plea for action. 


